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Truman Scholars carry on former president's legacy. 
Americans l i ke memorials.  Although such commemorations 
appear on postage stamps, coins and even T-shirts, they 
frequently take the form of awe-inspiring monuments. 
Nowhere is thi s  more apparent than i n  Washington, D.C. 
Within a 1 5-minute walk, you can see monuments to Abraham 
Lincoln, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. 
Not all monuments, however, are built of stone and steel. 
Our nation's memorial to Harry S. Truman is not confined 
to a single building, statue or ZIP code. Even more i mpressive, 
it gets larger every year. 
I n  1 975 Congress set aside $30 mill ion for a scholarship 
fund to honor President Truman. Although he was the only 
20th-century president who did not attend college, Truman was a strong and consistent supporter 
of higher education. A scholarship fund is an ideal "l iving" monument to the former president. 
Approximately 2,400 individuals have won Truman 
Scholarships since they were first awarded in 1977. The 
cash value of the scholarships is now $30,000 (it was ori­
ginally $20,000), and students from all accredited colleges 
and universities are eligible to apply. About 70 scholar­
ships are awarded annually, and each state must have at 
least one winner. 
Successful applicants possess a number of qualities. 
They have achieved high grades in demanding courses (their 
typical grade point average is above a 3 .8); they have strong 
leadership skills; and they have participated in a wide variety 
of volunteer, civic and religious activities.  In addition to 
writing several essays and completing a public policy analysis, 
applicants selected as finalists must also undergo the rigors 
of a personal interview, during which they might face 
questions from, among others, author David McCullough, 
former Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna 
Shalala, or former Philadelphia mayor Wilson Goode. 
Most important, Truman applicants must indicate 
a desire to pursue careers in the public or non-profit sector. 
As a consequence, Truman Scholars -the term used 
to designate winners -hold positions in local, state and 
federal agencies. They campaign for, and increasingly win, 
elected office. They work for international organizations 
such as the United Nations, and they labor long hours as 
teachers, public defenders, environmentalists, community 
organizers and government scientists. Well-known Truman 
Scholars include George Stephanopoulos (former chief 
of staff to President Clinton), Janet Napolitano (governor 
of Arizona), and CNN legal analyst Jeffrey Toobin. 
fJ"' ' inning a Truman Scholarship is one of those rare 
-(.t/ before/after moments in life. I can still recall the 
early spring afternoon in 1982 (I was a student at Florida 
State University) when my mother excitedly called me 
to say, "The envelope has arrived. Should I open it?'' 
After a brief, anxious silence, I replied, "Yes." Fortunately 
-and quite astonishingly - the news was positive. 
Conferral of the scholarship opened up possibilities 
that might have been otherwise unavailable to me, such as 
studying in London. And although my initial career plans 
had to be modified -with typical undergraduate naivete, 
I had studied international affairs and Russian in hopes 
of single-handedly bringing about world peace -receiving 
By A. Scott Henderson 
a Truman Scholarship cemented my commitment to public 
service at a time when many of my generational peers were 
seeking the fast track to private wealth. 
One person at Furman deserves special recognition: 
Since the late 1 980s, newly selected Truman Scholars 
have benefited from additional opportunities spearheaded 
by the Truman Foundation's long-serving and visionary 
executive secretary, Dr. Louis Blair. For example, the 
scholarships are still officially awarded in Independence, 
Mo., but the ceremony now caps several days of intense 
educational and public service activities known as Truman 
Scholars Leadership Week. Beginning in the early 1 990s, 
Truman Scholars have also been able to participate in a 
Washington, D.C.-based Summer Institute, which includes 
paid internships in executive branch agencies. 
English professor Judith Bainbridge, who has been assisting 
Furman students with scholarship applications for more 
than 25 years. Her work and dedication have been crucial 
to the success of Furman's 18 Truman Scholars - a track 
record that is almost unmatched among the nation's top 
liberal arts colleges and that qualified Furman to be named 
a "Truman Scholarship Honor Institution" in 1999. 
Years from now, people will still flock to see the 
Washington Monument; an image of Abraham Lincoln 
will probably still be on the penny; and a handful of postage 
stamps will likely celebrate a new cohort of popular enter­
tainers. Memorials of a very different sort -Truman 
Scholars - will also be making their influence felt. 
As someone who for the past 14 years has served on 
the Truman Foundation's National Reading Committee, 
which selects the applicants who are called for interviews, 
I can readily attest to the increasing difficulty of being 
selected as a Truman Scholar. Yet Furman students 
As the following four profiles by Furman Truman 
Scholars make clear, these individuals will be serving 
their fellow human beings in a variety of capacities. 
In short, they will be making a positive difference 
in the lives of countless people. 
have remained remarkably successful in garnering Truman 
Scholarships. This success is attributable to the outstand­
ing students that Furman recruits, as well as the support 
given to the applicants by the administration and faculty. 
A. Scott Henderson is associate professor of education 
at Furman and a recipient of the A lester G. Furman, Jr. , 
and Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious Advising. 
Where have all the Trumans gone? 
The 1 8  Furman students named Truman 
Scholars over the last 27 years are a 
distinguished lot. Al l have pursued some 
form of postgraduate study, attending 
such institutions as Boston University, 
Duke, Princeton, Syracuse and Yale. 
Two of the 1 8, Cass DuRant and 
Arianna Shirk, were named Henry Luce 
Scholars a few years after graduating from 
Furman. The Luce program, designed to 
increase awareness about Asia among 
future leaders in  American society, 
provides support and internships in Asia 
for up to 15 young Americans each year. 
Furman is one of a select group of insti­
tutions invited each year to nominate 
candidates for the Luce award. 
In addition, Jennifer Lambert, Hal 
Frampton and Monica Bell were named 
George J .  Mitchell Scholars, which sup­
ported a year of graduate study and travel 
in Ireland after they graduated from Furman. 
On the following pages, four of Furman's 
Truman Scholars provide accounts of their 
experiences. Their fellow Trumans are 
l isted here, with the latest information 
Furman has about their current activities. 
Lewis Gossett '87 Former d irector, 
S.C. Department of Labor, Licensing 
& Regulation; president, South 
Carol ina Manufacturers All iance, 
Columbia, S.C. 
Marylee James '87 Vice President 
for Academic Affairs/Academic Dean, 
Alice Lloyd College, Pippa Passes, Ky. 
Tomiko Brown-Nagin '92 Professor 
of law and history, University of 
Virginia, Charlottesville. 
Brian Cromer '92 Senior corporate 
counsel, Sempra Energy, San Diego, 
Calif. 
Amy Leigh Powers '92 Former 
membership director, Cleveland 
(Ohio) Center for Contemporary Art; 
formerly with Habitat for H umanity, 
Marietta, Ga. ;  now living in Chicago. 
Chong Lo '93 Publ ic Defender, 
St. Cloud, Minn . ,  Seventh Judicial 
District. 
Carrie Thompson '94 Ph.D. ,  
Princeton University; consultant, 
McKinsey & Co., Atlanta. 
Beth Dotson Messersmith '99 
Board chair, North Carol ina Voters 
for Clean Elections; policy chair, N .C. 
Women United, Carrboro, N .C. 
Ginger Denison '00 Co-founder, 
Liquidia Technologies (biotech firm), 
Research Triangle Park, N .C. 
Jennifer Lambert '01 Ph.D. candi­
date, University College, Dubl in,  
Ireland; instructor, Furman political 
science department. 
Adair Ford '02 Law student, 
Stanford University, Palo Alto, Calif. 
Arianna McClain Shirk '02 Medical 
student, Wake Forest University 
School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, 
N .C.  
Monica Bel l  '03 Law student, Yale 
University, New Haven, Conn. 
Lindsay Woolf '06 June-August, 
intern with U.S. Department of 
Education as part of Truman Summer 
Institute; September-June, teaching 
Engl ish in  China through Furman's 
Teachers in China program. 
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When Dr. Jay Walters, then chair of 
Furman's political science department, 
suggested that I apply for the Truman 
Scholarship at the beginning of my 
sophomore year, there was none of the 
careful screening and preparation that 
Furman applicants undergo today. 
I viewed the application primarily 
as practice for my ultimate goal of 
winning a Rhodes Scholarship (which 
sadly was not to be). 
In my defense, the Truman program 
was in only its third year, and there 
were no prior Furman recipients to 
explain the significance of the award 
or the importance of the commitment 
I would enter into in the event that I 
was chosen. W hen I won the scholar­
ship, I had not given much thought 
to how significant it would be for 
my future. 
The Truman program was designed by Congress for 
students preparing for a "career in public service." Those 
four little words require a major commitment if you win 
and accept the scholarship, but one that is not always easy 
to fulfill. Indeed, the definition of what constitutes a career 
in public service has been the subject of conversation 
at every Truman Scholar event I have attended. 
I recall sitting at a dinner several years ago when one 
of my Truman colleagues pressed a dough-like substance 
into my hand. He identified it as raw Gore-Tex that his 
company manufactured into weatherproof apparel. 
During his description of his company's numerous 
military contracts, I recognized the classic signs of 
a Truman Scholar whose career had taken an unexpected 
turn but whose continuing appreciation for the goals of 
the scholarship required some rationalization. W hile some 
might not view the production of waterproof clothing for 
the Army as the kind of career in public service that was 
contemplated by the Truman Foundation, I had consider­
able sympathy for my colleague because most of our careers 
are at least partially the result of chance, timing and other 
factors we cannot entirely control. 
For example, I graduated from the University of North 
Carolina law school during the Reagan administration, 
which, with its emphasis on reducing government, did not 
provide a particularly welcoming environment for aspiring 
public servants. One perhaps apocryphal story making the 
rounds at the time was that an administration budget analyst 
had recommended the elimination 
of funding for the Truman program 
because it served only as a "training 
ground for government bureaucrats." 
With few public service employment 
prospects, I accepted a position with 
a Jaw firm in Atlanta. 
Like my Gore-Tex friend, I 
probably was on my way to a career 
in the private sector until a chance 
encounter at a Furman Homecoming 
event a year into my legal career put 
me on the path to a Congressional 
staff position in Washington - and 
ultimately to the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation. The decision 
to give up my legal career, while 
difficult at the time, proved to be one 
of the best decisions I ever made. 
Working for a government agency 
with a storied past and a mission to 
maintain public confidence in the financial system while 
protecting individuals against financial ruin has been 
a fascinating and rewarding experience. To have the 
opportunity to sit at the nexus between the nation's often 
competing financial and political power centers has been 
a dream job. 
President Truman's biographer, David McCullough, 
described him by saying, "He stood for common sense, 
common decency . . .  He held to the old guidelines, work 
hard, do your best, speak the truth, assume no airs, trust in 
God, have no fear." Having completed 20 years of federal 
employment, I have often observed how challenging it can 
be in government to serve with the same kind of common 
sense, plain speaking and clarity as President Truman. 
Perhaps not every Truman Scholar has fulfilled his 
or her commitment in exactly the way that was originally 
contemplated. But if the Truman program has meant that 
even a few more of today's public servants have been 
guided by President Truman's example and encouraged 
by his success, the country has benefited far more from 
this living memorial to a great president than from one 
made of stone. 
- Eric Spitler '81 
A summa cum laude graduate of Furman in political 
science, the author is deputy director for legislative 
affairs for the FDIC. 
I applied for the Truman Scholarship in the late 1980s, 
at the height of Reagan worship and Wall Street greed. 
My generation was not particularly public service­
oriented. In fact, we were often referred to as the 
most selfish and spoiled generation in U.S. history. 
I was appalled by the country's materialism 
and by overly simplistic references to other countries 
as "evil empires." I was therefore delighted to learn 
of a scholarship program that provided a significant 
amount of financial support to students who were 
committed to careers in public service. Ironically, 
I was studying abroad in the "evil empire" when I got 
the call to fly to Atlanta to interview for the scholarship. 
The scholarship enabled me to finish Furman and 
get a master's degree from The Johns Hopkins School 
of Advanced International Studies with absolutely 
no debt. This financial freedom in turn allowed me 
to move to Budapest, Hungary, immediately following 
graduate school - and soon after the Berlin Wall 
came down -where I worked for a non-profit 
organization developing NPR-style public radio and 
environmental projects . I made $250 a month and lived like an average Hungarian. This was one of the 
most powerful ,  not to mention utterly enchanting, experiences of my life and simply would not have been 
possible had I been saddled with student loans. 
The scholarship had an even more profound impact on my career upon my return to the United States. 
I was working in another low-paying, non-profit job in Washington, D.C., and becoming increasingly 
frustrated by my colleagues in the foreign aid community who did not strike me as genuinely interested 
in results-based international development and who I thought were wasting limited foreign aid tax dollars. 
I was considering leaving public service altogether and joining the private sector, where I expected to enjoy 
the challenge of meeting a bottom line. I resented living hand-to-mouth for a cause I increasingly doubted. 
Fortunately, I attended a Truman Scholars retreat during this period of self-doubt and spent a glorious 
weekend with Truman Scholars from all over the country who worked in a variety of public service fields, 
including a middle-aged man who was a drill sergeant at a boot camp for troubled children in the Midwest. 
I was shocked by the large number of "Trumans" who were as beaten down and discouraged as I was. 
The weekend was not a downer, however. In fact, it was just the opposite. As I listened to other 
people's stories and challenges, I sensed their inherent passion and fed off their energy. I was reminded 
of why the good fights are worth fighting and that people who really give a damn don't ever give up. 
That weekend has sustained me for 10  years. There have been moments of professional doubt during 
that time, especially when I was sent by the W hite House to Baghdad in the summer of 2003 to help rebuild 
a country ravaged by a war I did not support. 
But I have never once regretted my decision to pursue a career in public service. My career has taken 
many forms, from non-profit work, to state and federal government service, to the United Nations. I thrive 
on challenge, and some of the toughest and most worthwhile challenges can be found in public service. 
Some of the toughest and most worthwhile people can be found there too, especially the Truman Scholars. 
- Cass DuRant '89 
The author, who earned her Furman degree in political science, is currently senior adviser 
to the Under-Secretary-Genera/for Management at the United Nations. 
My fondest memory of becoming a Truman Scholar 
is of traveling to Independence, Mo., with my mother 
for the awards ceremony. I was living in Washington, 
D.C., at the time, having moved there with several Furman 
students and Professor Don Gordon to spend a term in the 
nation's capitol. 
I was interning at TransAfrica, a public interest organ­
ization devoted to ending apartheid in South Africa. This 
was 1988. Nelson Mandela was stil l  an inmate, not the 
iconic elder statesman he is now, and many of us believed 
(and many did not) that economic sanctions, peaceful 
protest and international pressure would soon bring 
racial justice to his country. 
I got the call that I'd won the Truman as I was stuffing 
envelopes with flyers advertising a candlelight vigil outside 
the South African Embassy. I called my mother with the 
news immediately, and we made arrangements for her 
to visit me in D.C. for a few days before flying out to 
Missouri together. 
Then disaster struck. After dinner one night, my mother 
tripped on an uneven sidewalk and fell flat on her face. Fortu­
nately, she was fine -except for the eggplant-resembling 
welt on her head, two black eyes and a bruised ego. She 
looked a mess, but she didn't let the fall or her battered 
appearance dampen her enthusiasm for my accomplishment. 
She was extremely proud of me. And, as she has all my 
life, she told me so. 
I don't remember much about the speeches at the awards 
ceremony, or what President Truman's chi ldhood home 
looks like, but I do remember my mother, wearing outra­
geously oversized sunglasses to hide her injuries, clapping 
wildly when they called my name as a Truman Scholar. 
Harry Truman did not have a college degree. After he 
graduated from high school, he went to work on the family 
farm because he was needed there. He rose to the highest 
office in our country without benefit of a formal education, 
but clearly he had the benefit of a devoted and loving family. 
I have been fortunate to have those resources in my 
life. The best thing about becoming a Truman Scholar was 
that it allowed my mother, who raised me single-handedly, 
some freedom from worrying about how she would pay 
for my education. She didn't have to take the second job 
she thought about taking when I was accepted at Furman. 
She was able to retire on time. 
Being a Truman Scholar also afforded me many free­
doms. After working at TransAfrica, I actually got to visit 
Africa my junior year, traveling with Dr. Gordon again 
on Furman's wonderful study abroad program. 
I attended law school at the University of Southern 
California. Because of the Truman Scholarship, I was able 
to spend my first-year summer working at a non-profit legal 
services agency. My second and third years, I defended 
Cuban inmates at Lompoc Penitentiary and externed 
at the Federal Public Defender's Office. 
After USC, I was a Graduate Fellow at Georgetown 
University Law Center, where I taught in the clinical program 
and represented public advocacy groups at Georgetown's 
Institute for Public Representation. I earned an LL.M. 
(Master of Laws) degree. I could afford to spend my time 
studying, teaching and representing people without money, 
because a foundation that honors a president who never 
was able to go to college gave me money to go to college -
and a generous living stipend to boot. 
Since Georgetown, I have not been as active in public 
service. I am a partner in a private law firm in Los Angeles; 
all of our clients can afford to pay. My public service 
involves serving on the board of the National Association 
of Women Lawyers, contributing to charities that support 
women and girls (such as StepUp Women's Network), 
and raising two chi ldren, Isabel Ana and Evan Donald, 
to be loving, responsible and caring human beings. 
I am still the person, however, who naively believed 
that efforts like those made at TransAfrica could lead 
to the liberation of an entire country, that people without 
money should have access to the legal system, and 
that we should all use our talents for the greater good 
in whatever way we can. 
I am still my mother's child. 
- Lisa Stevens Gilford '90 
The author, a political science major at Furman, 
is a partner at the Weston Benshoof law firm, where 
she specializes in complex business litigation. 
Five years ago, I knew what I wanted to do with 
my life. 
I had to know. To apply for the Truman Scholar­
ship, you must, while a junior in college, devise, detail 
and defend a master plan for your future life of public 
service. Beginning with a description of the graduate 
degree you plan to acquire and the school at which 
you plan to study, and ending with your loftiest career 
goals, the application forces you to think through your 
future in immense detail. 
In addition, the application's final and 15th question 
is a maddeningly vague request to tell the committee 
anything else that you feel is relevant -as if a year­
by-year plan for the next quarter century of your life 
isn't enough! 
The application process struck me as amazingly 
silly. As careful as we applicants had been in prepar­
ing our proposed career paths- and Furman ensures 
that its Truman applicants are very careful -I was 
certain that none of us would follow through to the 
letter. We were, after all, 20 years old. Moreover, 
when I joined my fellow scholars for a week long con­
ference in the spring of 200 1 ,  the staff of the Truman 
Foundation told us that they expected us to deviate 
significantly from our plans. In fact, the primary 
focus of the foundation's post-selection support 
program is helping scholars revise, and often even 
fully rewrite, their career aspirations. 
I received this news with some level of resent­
ment. The application process had been difficult, 
and I hated to think that it was an exercise in futility. 
Once I got to law school, I began to see the 
genius of the Truman process. 
When I arrived at Yale, I entered a world of 
blisteringly smart 20-something Ivy Leaguers in 
perpetual pursuit of -well, it's not really clear. 
Almost all of my classmates say that they want to 
engage in public service at some point in their lives. 
But for now, the mantra of the modern, elite 20-
something is, "''m keeping my options open." 
Why go to law school? Lots of options. Why 
be on law review? Options. Why clerk for a judge 
afterwards? Options. Why go to a large private firm 
after clerking? Options, options, options. The great 
contradiction is that the alleged path to all of these 
options, whatever they may be, contains no options 
whatsoever. In fact, it's utterly prescribed. 
There is, of course, more than a little wisdom 
in keeping one's options open. The problem comes 
when the maintenance of options 
becomes an end in itself and, 
thereby, a petrifying force-
a reason not to pursue more 
service-oriented career goals 
rather than a temporary hold-
ing pattern in a larger process 
of career discernment. 
The great insight of the 
Truman process, from applica­
tion through post-selection 
support, is that it's all too easy 
for people with wonderful 
intentions to get sucked along 
an options-open path for their 
entire careers, without ever 
managing to step away and 
accomplish the career goals 
with which they began. That's 
why the Truman Foundation 
stresses so keenly the ability to 
devise a coherent and defensible, if ultimately 
imperfect, pathway from a successful undergraduate 
career to a field of public service in which the scholar 
can make a real difference. It is this skill that will 
ultimately separate those with good intentions from 
those with real accomplishments. 
For those of us who want to serve, options must 
at some point give way to choices; the path well­
traveled to the path less so. 
Unlike the other contributors to this series, 
I write this while still in graduate school. For us 
younger Furman Trumans, one of the great benefits 
of Furman's stellar Truman record is that as we 
prepare to launch our careers, role models abound. 
I may not be quite as sure of what I want to do 
with my life as I was when I applied for the Truman 
five years ago, but I am sure that Furman and the 
Truman Foundation have given me the tools I need 
both to revise my plans and, eventually, to carry 
them out. 
- Hal Frampton '02 
The author, an urban studies/political science major 
at Furman, holds a master's degree in geographical 
analysis from the National University of Ireland. 
After completing law school this spring, he will clerk 
for Judge Thomas L. Ambro of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit in Wilmington, Del. 
